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GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Minutes of the  
Curriculum/Instruction/Technology Board Committee Meeting 

 
Glen Hills Middle School Board Room 

Tuesday, October 28, 2008 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 
1. Call meeting to order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Glen Hills Board Room. 
 
2. Roll call 
Roll call: Jean Pereles-Strouse and Jennifer Peltz.  Others present: Heidi Erstad, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction. 
 
3. Approve agenda 
It was moved by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, seconded by Mrs. Peltz, to approve the agenda.  The motion 
carried. 
 
4. Updates on Grade 7 & 8 Content Mastery curriculum, Math study group, Social Studies 

curriculum review 
Ms. Erstad provided the Board with updates on each listed issue (see attached).  It was recommended 
that Ms. Erstad distribute the information piece on Content Mastery to parents of grade 7 & 8 teachers. 
Mrs. Peltz requested a ‘minutes’ study showing how the Glendale-River Hills School District compares 
to area districts in core and allied arts subjects. She also requested reinstatement of paper copies of the 
curriculum at each grade level (beyond the current online-only versions) to distribute to parents. She 
asked that they be written in more parent-friendly language. 
 
5. Approve Sr. Kindergarten Report Card Revisions 
Ms. Erstad provided the Board with the rationale for revising the existing Senior Kindergarten report 
card (see attached). With minor formatting revisions, the Committee approved the Sr. Kindergarten 
Report Card revision. The revised document will be sent to the full Board for approval at the upcoming 
November 19 regular Board meeting.  
 
6. Adjourn 
It was moved by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, seconded by Mrs. Peltz, to adjourn the meeting at 5:14 p.m.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Heidi Erstad 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
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Grade 7 & 8 Content Mastery and Reading  
Grade 7 & 8 literature selections used in Reading classes in previous years are taught primarily during 
Content Area Reading classes.  

In 7th grade, Mr. Franklin is using the same themes, genres (e.g. Science Fiction, Humor), stories and 
books (e.g. The Outsiders) and lessons he has used in past years. The difference this year is that 
students who are struggling in reading participate instead in a separate Reading Support class taught by 
Mrs. DeYoung and Mrs. Cross. Students in these classes focus on building vocabulary and applying 
reading strategies with high interest materials at their reading level. Instruction in these classes includes 
whole and small group instruction, shared and modeled reading and literature circles. 

In Language Arts classes, Mrs. DeYoung is using literature (e.g. The Watsons Go to Birmingham) as a 
reading / writing experience and as a springboard for discussion of literary elements. In an upcoming 
research unit, students will apply reading strategies and information-seeking skills for use with non-
fiction works. Independent reading is built in weekly to Language Arts classes.  

In 8th grade, Mr. Stoltz and Mr. Graf are using many of the same stories / books and higher order 
thinking lessons used in Reading class in past years, including units on The Giver, Animal Farm, 
Fahrenheit 451, and The Pearl. In addition to these classics, students will also be reading more 
contemporary literature, including Chew on This! (a young adolescent version of Fast Food Nation) and 
The Perfect Storm.  

Content Mastery Reading in 8th grade, taught by Mrs. Robinson, is similar in structure to 7th grade. 
Students in these classes also focus on building vocabulary and applying reading strategies with high 
interest materials at their reading level. Student materials include high interest non-fiction articles, books 
(e.g. We Beat the Street), and sourcebooks.  

In Language Arts classes, Mrs. Robinson will use the following literature this year: House On Mango 
Street, Night, short stories (Poe, etc.), poetry and selections from Shakespeare Eighth grade students 
also will participate in two speech units (one is the career unit) and the research paper where expository 
text is used in research projects. The focus throughout is on learning to apply critical thinking strategies 
to writing, including compositions in compare and contrast, persuasion, cause and effect, writing-to-
learn, summary writing, and interpreting literature using a correct paragraph format.  With the exception 
of persuasive writing, a piece of literature is used with each piece of writing.  

All 8th grade students participate in Independent Reading during homeroom time Monday through 
Thursday.  Students complete reading response logs that are included as part of their Language Arts 
grade. 

Math study group 
Much of our district attention over the past 3 years has been centered on establishing a rigorous yet 
responsive Literacy K-8 curriculum and providing staff development and support to teachers in 
differentiated literacy instructional practices.  

During this time, we have also been examining issues around Math instruction. While not taking center 
stage, we have made the following enhancements and changes to our math curriculum:  

⇒ Basic fact mastery. We are always working with strategies to help students develop automaticity 
and fluency in mastering basic facts. Upper grade teachers have identified this skill as one of the 
main obstacles for student comprehension of higher level Math concepts. We recently received a 
Foundation grant for FASTTMath software for grade 2 & 3 students for this purpose. We will 
measure its effectiveness to determine whether to expand it to upper levels as well. 

⇒ Improved differentiation and assessment within Everyday Math. In the Spring of 2008, we 
upgraded all classroom editions of Everyday Math from 2.0 to 3.0. This upgrade provided us, at no 
extra cost, access to greater differentiation strategies for teachers and a revised set of grade level 
goals and assessments for the program. All teachers using Everyday Math received upgrade 
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training. All teachers new to the district received training over the summer in the use of Everyday 
Math. 

⇒ Use of ActivBoards. In the summer of 2008, we contracted with Dana Goe, 2nd grade teacher and 
ActivBoard leader, to build interactive ‘flip charts’ for the first 3 units of Everyday Math lessons in 
grades 1 – 5. These flip charts are used daily for teachers in all grade levels and teachers have 
commented on both the added interest and interactivity of students with the lessons, but also the 
ease of having the objectives and materials for the lesson readily available.  

The flip charts Dana created serve as a jump-start template for teachers in other grade levels in 
developing their own. Teachers are provided time during late start dates for flip chart creation; we 
are also supporting a collegial study group to promote continued collaboration in development of 
curriculum-centered flip charts. 

Several teachers have also started using the ActivExpressions for in-class assessments to monitor 
their students’ understanding of concepts and adjust instruction. 

⇒ Training and implementation of TransMath, grades 6 - 8. Two grade 6 & 7 Math teachers and 
three Middle School Special Education teachers participated in training this summer in the use of 
TransMath, an alternative core curriculum for struggling Math students (identified by WKCE tests as 
Minimal and Basic and by classroom teachers). The intent of this curriculum is to both fill in learning 
gaps for students and accelerate their learning (“Fast as you can, slow as you have to”) so that they 
are ready to succeed in Algebra as an 8th or 9th grader. 

This school year, we are implementing this program in one class each of grades 6 – 8 and for grade 
5 & 6 Special Education. To this point, teachers have noted a positive effect on students in that 
they’re experiencing success and relearning the concepts behind the procedures.  

⇒ Availability of classroom manipulatives. Grade SK – 5 teachers have been sharing Math 
manipulatives intended for use by all students in learning fundamental Math concepts. This year, we 
completed sets of Math manipulatives for all classes through 5th grade and purchased Math 
manipulatives for TransMath classes. 

This summer, a group of teachers convened to discuss other issues in the area of Math. Specifically, the 
group reviewed the recommendations from the recently-published National Mathematics Panel as 
compared to our existing curriculum and identified areas and questions for further study. From this 
group’s recommendations, we have formed building-based study groups.  

Each group has identified areas of further study. At the middle school level, the group is working to 
identify the ‘core’ concepts students need to master at each grade level and looking for ways technology 
can help to better assess students’ strengths and areas of need and thus better inform and target 
instruction. 

At the elementary level, the group is focused on creating common assessments as well as looking at 
ways to screen students and provide early intervention for struggling students. 

Social Studies curriculum review 
A representative from each grade at Glen Hills is part of a curriculum review team for our Social Studies 
program. Why now? 

⇒ Most of our district Social Studies materials were published before our 8th graders were born.  

⇒ Few of our resources are written about or for the cultural diversity represented in our district.  

⇒ In the past few years, the state has published revised standards for Social Studies that include more 
attention to Financial Literacy, Citizenship, and Service Learning (with the exception of Citizenship 
study in grade 7, these are not deliberately included in our Social Studies curriculum). 

⇒ The number of high quality resources available in this area has expanded tremendously, most 
notably electronic resources and telecommunication opportunities.  
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At our initial meeting, we set a vision for our “ideal” Social Studies program (authentic, engaging, 
relevant) adding to it the recommendations from the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS). We will 
use these criteria in helping us to review Social Studies curriculum. Representatives from programs 
used and recommended by area districts will present to the group (e.g. Project Citizen, Social Studies 
Alive!, the Wisconsin Story). The group will also participate in site visits to area classrooms. Ultimately, 
we want students ‘doing’ Social Studies, not just reading about it and memorizing historical facts. 

The Social Studies Consultant from the Wisconsin Department of Instruction will be joining our group 
meetings three times this year. She has already provided assistance in identifying potential promising 
practices and staff development opportunities. 

Senior Kindergarten Report Card Revision 
The current Senior Kindergarten report card does not reflect changes in our Senior Kindergarten 
curriculum in reading (e.g. Literacy by Design), Math (Everyday Math), and the content areas. This 
makes it difficult for teachers to assess students based on what’s actually taught and thus, to accurately 
communicate to parents the focus of our Sr. Kindergarten program. What’s more, the format and 
grading system were not in line with the grading policy adopted by the Board in 2005. 

With these inconsistencies in mind, the Sr. Kindergarten team met to bring alignment back to their report 
card. As part of this process, they reviewed the existing report card, curricular emphases, and samples 
of report cards from Sr. Kindergarten programs in the greater Milwaukee area. 

The revised report card reflects this analysis and is presented in a format that is clearer and more 
similar to the format of our grade 1 – 3 report cards. 

Note that the indicators on the existing report card from Science and Social Studies that pertain to 
personal and social growth were moved to that section of the revised report card. Weather and other 
observational Science content and processes are taught through daily routines (e.g. the daily calendar) 
though not formally assessed. Other Social Studies and Science concepts are introduced through 
stories in Literacy by Design and in Responsive Classroom procedures. Mastery of concepts is not 
expected at this level and they are, therefore, not reported on the report card. Parents will be provided 
with a scope and sequence of Soc St and Science concepts addressed through Literacy by Design 
(below). 

SK Literacy by Design Units 

Unit Theme Title 
Content 
Area 

Content Area Standard 

Faces and 
Places at 
School At School 

Schools 
Have Rules 

Social 
Studies 

 

Good Foods 
to Eat 

• Know some of the basic needs of living things                                         
• Identify examples of how families and communities work 

together to meet their basic needs and wants 
Can't Live 
Without It What 

Animals 
Need 

Science • Recognize what organisms need to stay alive (including air, 
water, food and shelter                                   

• Observe the similarities of humans to other animals, 
including basic needs, growth and change, and movement 

Who I Am 
All About 
Me Meet My 

Family 

Social 
Studies 

 

Thinking 
Does It Go 

Science 
• Recognize the objects can move in different directions and 
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Unit Theme Title 
Content 
Area 

Content Area Standard 

Fast or Slow? at different speeds 
• Push, pull, and roll common objects and describe their 

motions 
• Realize the basic concept that forces can move objects Like a 

Scientist 

Does It Sink 
or Float? 

 
• Describe objects in terms of the materials they are made of 

and their physical properties 
• Make observations and build an understanding of the 

properties of common objects 

Part of Our 
Community Doing Our 

Part Part of the 
Family 

Social 
Studies 

 

Greet the 
Seasons 

• Recognize daily and seasonal weather changes 
• Identify weather changes that occur from day to day 
• Compare the weather patterns that occur from season to 

season Turn, Turn, 
Turn 

The Mighty 
Sun 

Science 

• Recognize that the sun supplies heat and light to the earth 
• Classify objects according to those seen in the day sky and 

those seen in the night sky 

Many Friends Celebrate 
Our 
Country Where I Live 

Social 
Studies 

 

Look at Me 
Grow 

• Recognize that all organisms go through stages of growth 
and change 

• Recognize the similarities and differences between a parent 
and a baby Growing 

Pains 

What Will It 
Be? 

Science 

• Sort living organisms and non-living materials into groups by 
observable physical attributes 

• Identify examples of organisms and non-living things 

 

 


